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Preface

more scrutinised as it has just entered a new cycle, including 
a reflection on the post-2010 period. The setting up, within the 
Barcelona process, of the Union for the Mediterranean will also 
be important to President Sarkozy.

Ahead of this challenging agenda, Weber Shandwick is proud 
to present Inside the French Presidency of the EU – a guide 
for business.  This Guide, the 15th in our series, offers a brief 
overview of the EU policy areas that will have an impact on the 
business community and summarises what is to be expected 
during the six-month French Presidency.

Europe is built on consensus, on the common agreement of 
all stakeholders on issues and policies that drive the construc-
tion of an ever-stronger Union. During the next six months, the 
world will be focusing on Brussels and Paris and be monitoring 
the movements and alliances within the European Union.  
France – as President of the EU – as well as its German and 
British partners will play a key role. On the other hand, nowa-
days, the EU is made of 27 Member States which all want to 
make their views about the future of Europe heard.

We, at Weber Shandwick, provide support to a number of corpo-
rations, trade associations, NGOs and governments in their 
efforts to achieve that same objective.

We wish the French government a very successful Presidency.

For the twelfth time in its history, France will take up the Presi-
dency of the European Union, starting on 1st July and ending on 
31st December 2008.

The French Presidency will take place at a crucial period for the 
future of the European Union.  It will be the last full Presidency 
to work with the current Commission and European Parliament 
before the elections and new appointments in 2009. It will also be 
driving Europe through the difficult process of ratifying the Treaty 
of Lisbon. Furthermore, the European Union is not immune from 
the steady decline in the world’s economy, which brings an added 
level of uncertainty to an already challenging political scenario.

This will be an exceptional opportunity for President Sarkozy to 
demonstrate his ability to galvanise the European spirit within 
the Union and the willingness of France to promote the European 
project. The French government has set four main priorities:  
sustainable development and energy, a European agreement on 
immigration and asylum, the relaunch of the common defence 
policy for Europe and the health check and the future of the 
Common agricultural policy.

This provides quite an ambitious set of priorities for a Presidency 
that will also be expected to deal with many other topics such as 
employment and growth, the renewed social agenda, taxation, 
culture, transport, telecommunications or foreign affairs... The 
implementation of the renewed Lisbon Strategy will be all the 
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D’ici-la fin de l’année, il nous incombera de faire aboutir les 
propositions législatives sur la table. Une des grandes priorités 
sera la définition d’un accord impliquant le Parlement européen, 
sur le paquet «énergie/climat» présenté par la Commission pour 
concrétiser les engagements pris en 2007, et ainsi conforter le 
rôle de chef de file de l’Europe dans les négociations interna-
tionales relatives à la lutte contre le changement climatique. 

Une autre priorité portera sur l’immigration et l’asile, à travers 
l’adoption d’un «pacte» politique pour coordonner les politiques 
communautaires et nationales dans une approche globale. 

L’affirmation de la défense européenne reste un chantier majeur 
et de longue haleine, et la présidence française s’efforcera de 
lui apporter de nouveaux enrichissements, en se concentrant en 
particulier sur l’objectif de développer les capacités militaires, 
indispensables pour permettre à l’Europe d’être à la hauteur de 
ses responsabilités et des demandes qui lui sont adressées en 
matière de maintien de la paix et de la sécurité. 

Le bilan de santé de la PAC, auquel le contexte mondial actuel 
confère une importance supplémentaire, devrait aussi être 
l’occasion d’engager une réflexion nécessaire sur la politique 
agricole du futur, alors que la crise alimentaire en souligne à la 
fois la nécessité et la responsabilité.

Enfin, la coopération dans le bassin de la Méditerranée est 
un immense défi, auquel nous sommes heureux que l’Union 
européenne dans son ensemble ait voulu participer. Le Président 
de la République accueillera tous les partenaires à l’occasion 
d’un Sommet pour la Méditerranée le 13 juillet à Paris. 

Quel chemin parcouru! Il y a plus d’un demi-siècle, les pays 
fondateurs posaient la première pierre de la construction 
européenne; aujourd’hui, dans notre Union à 27 Etats-membres, 
la 12ème présidence française succède à la présidence exercée 
pour la première fois par la Slovénie, nouvel Etat et nouveau 
membre de cette Europe cinquantenaire.

Cette 12ème présidence sera, pour l’Union, une nouvelle étape 
de son parcours et de son développement. Si elle est devenue 
la première puissance économique et commerciale du monde, 
l’UE doit désormais se montrer capable d’affronter les nouveaux 
défis de notre monde et de notre temps: qu’il s’agisse de 
l’environnement, de l’énergie, de la crise alimentaire ou de 
l’instabilité financière, de la sécurité et de la stabilité;  plus que 
jamais, elle doit démontrer aux citoyens qu’elle apporte une 
valeur ajoutée indispensable sur tous ces sujets. Et elle doit 
contribuer à inspirer des solutions au monde, en commençant 
par être exemplaire dans son action et ses réalisations.

Cette présidence intervient à un moment charnière de la vie 
de l’Union, à la veille de la mise en place d’un nouveau cadre 
institutionnel avec l’entrée en vigueur du Traité de Lisbonne au 
1er janvier 2009 – en espérant bien entendu que le processus de 
ratification se conclue sans incident ni retard – mais aussi à la 
veille de l’ouverture d’un nouveau cycle politique, car le Parlement 
européen et la Commission seront renouvelés l’an prochain. 

Notre responsabilité sera notamment de faire en sorte que les 
dispositions du nouveau traité soient pleinement opération-
nelles dès son entrée en vigueur, ce qui impliquera notamment 
la désignation des autorités créées par le traité de Lisbonne,  
le Président stable du Conseil européen et le Haut représentant, 
qui devra intervenir avant la fin de l’année. Le nouveau service 
européen d’action extérieure, défini dans ses structures et son 
périmètre, devra lui aussi pouvoir démarrer ses activités au 
moment de l’entrée en vigueur du traité.
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External Relations

The UFM has the potential to seriously transform the relation-
ship between the EU and its Mediterranean neighbours. The 
Mediterranean frontier is key for the EU given the associated 
demographic and geostrategic risks inherent in the area. 
Making the UFM a successful undertaking will require much 
effort from the French Presidency, but the importance of a func-
tioning relationship with the Mediterranean countries cannot be 
underestimated.

Other strategic relationships will also be in the spotlight. 
The relationship between the EU and Africa will be again the 
centre of considerable attention. During the French Presidency 
the new trade and development deal, the Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA), between the EU and the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) countries is due to be completed. 

The conclusion of the EPA would be a major success under the 
Presidency, as many ACP countries have opposed the new deal. 
It may be necessary for the French Presidency to use some of its 
influence in the ACP area to attempt to smooth the negotiations 
to a suitable solution.

A new relationship with Russia is also currently being devised. It 
is expected that a new Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 
(PCA) will be signed as early as June this year; nevertheless 
the French Presidency will have a major impact on the success 
of the PCA by initiating its implementation in the EU. This vital 
strategic agreement may also be delayed which will put more 
pressure on the French Presidency to conclude a suitable deal 
during their term.

The French Presidency has a high profile agenda for its external 
relations programme, notably the revamping of the Barcelona 
Process has drawn much attention. President Sarkozy raised the 
possibility of the creation of a Mediterranean Union during the 
French elections of 2007. 

The original proposals suggested that the Mediterranean 
Union would be open only to countries that border the 
Mediterranean Sea. The French President believed that the 
Barcelona process had failed to deliver its aims and a new 
imperative was needed.

The programme drew some scepticism from other EU Member 
States who feared the dilution of the EU and the possible creation 
of a new Union that would compete with the interests of the EU.  
Thus after some high level negotiations within the EU, the 
programme for engaging the countries of the Mediterranean has 
been refocused as a Union for the Mediterranean (UFM). This is 
a subtle but important difference as all the EU27 countries will 
now be members of the initiative.

This will be a priority for the French Presidency and it is likely 
that the French will guide the development of the new relation-
ship between the EU and some of its closest neighbours. 

The UFM will be launched on the 13/14 July in Paris and 
will cover these main policy issues: improving energy supply 
from and to the EU, tackling pollution of the Mediterranean 
Sea, improving the surveillance of maritime traffic, setting up 
a Mediterranean Erasmus exchange programme for students 
and creating a scientific community between the EU and the 
Mediterranean countries.
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La Francophonie is involved in a number of international 
appointments like the ACP institutional programme, which will 
be marked by the Sixth Summit of Heads of State and govern-
ment of the ACP in Accra in October. 

The French Presidency of the EU is a great opportunity for 
enhanced political dialogue on EPAs, which can deepen the 
talks between Euro-ACP trade associations. The impact of EPAs 
will be conditioned by increased direct investment through 
public-private partnerships in priority economic sectors.

The Third High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness will be held 
from 2 to 4 September in Accra. The Second Conference on 
Financing for Development will then be held in Doha at the 
end of the year and take stock of progress made since the 
Monterrey commitments. 

The ratification of the Lisbon Treaty is of great interest to 
members of the OIF, as it lays the groundwork for major insti-
tutional reforms of the EU’s external relations from the begin-
ning of 2009. This will coincide with the appointment of a new 
College of Commissioners.

Also, France will take part in the Summit of La Francophonie 
which will bring together the leaders of Member States and 
governments of La Francophonie. This will be held in Quebec 
City from 17-19 October 2008.

The current international agenda suggests that cooperation 
between the European Union and La Francophonie will be 
strengthened in several respects.

The Organisation Internationale de La Francophonie (OIF) is an 
institution based on sharing the French language and common 
cultural values. It is comprised of 55 Member States and govern-
ments and 13 Observers. Represented on the five continents, 
it accounts for over a quarter of the United Nations’ Member 
States. Since 2003 Abdou Diouf, the former President of Senegal 
Republic, has been the General Secretary of La Francophonie.

La Francophonie’s actions are conducted according to its quad-
rennial programme based on the four main missions established 
by the La Francophonie Summit and its ten-year strategic 
framework: promoting the French language and cultural and 
linguistic diversity; promoting peace, democracy and human 
rights; supporting education, training, higher education and 
research; and developing cooperation to ensure sustainable 
development and solidarity.

La Francophonie works together with the EU to deliver a 
number of projects in Africa and other developing countries. 
A Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2006 between 
them provides opportunities to deepen cooperation.

Currently, one of the main initiatives is the Hub and Spokes 
project set up and managed jointly with the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, which forms part of the EU Commission’s TradeCom  
Facility. It seeks to promote the effective participation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries in international 
trade negotiations (32 of the ACP countries are members of 
the OIF and 14 francophone countries are members of the EU).  
This year the role of the project will be critical because the 
conclusion of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA) with 
the EU is due to be finalised.

The EU and OIF are also cooperating to consolidate justice in 
Haiti and manage a multi-year plan for the promotion of French 
in the EU. This involves France, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 
the French Community of Belgium and La Francophonie.


